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POWER WRITING TIPS

Quarter 1, 20 10 Issue. Avoid Clichés Like the Plague

Cliché - a trite, expression, used so much that it has lost effec-
tiveness, energy, and originality. Clichés generally fail to motivate
readers. They also project a lack of professionalism in key com-
munications.

Clichés are terms we often used from habit—start now to elimi-
nate clichés from your important messages. Energize your writ-
ing by using clear, direct terms in place of expressions that are
tired and worn out.

Review the examples below:

Cliché Better
pad the bottom line increase profits
make waves cause problems
give them a hand help them
step on it speed up
Quotable Quote missed the boat made an error
“The discipline of writ- fel; thLOUQh”the C;aC:s Wis or\]/erllo.o.ke.d
ing something down is take the bull by the horns  take t el_nltlat_lve '
the first step toward at the end of the day when all is said and done (just

kidding, try “ultimately”)

Note: When writing to communicate informally with internal team
~Lee Iacocca members, revising clichés is generally not necessary. Do revise
when writing to sell, motivate, or project added professionalism.

making it happen.”

Need Writing Solutions for Your Team? Call Us Today!

. practical tools I can use right away, and they work.”

Julie Levitt and Jeff Craig offer solid, profes- Participants Say:
sional, on-site training and conference work- * Great trainers!
shops. You'll take home (and use) a high quality Best writing course | have had.
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. . i e Solid material—extremely useful!
participant manual. Our style is interactive, pol- o | have gained many practical tools I can use right

ished, and energetic. Test results document par- away, and they work.
ticipant improvement of 35% or higher. e Levitt is the Writing Goddess!
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To schedule a course for your team, please contact us at 208-853-7027 or jaleviti@cableone.net.




